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Synopsis

The First Amendment puts it this way: "Congress shall make no law...abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press." Yet, in 1960, a city official in Montgomery, Alabama, sued The New York
Times for libel -- and was awarded $500,000 by a local jury -- because the paper had published an
ad critical of Montgomery’s brutal response to civil rights protests. The centuries of legal precedent
behind the Sullivan case and the U.S. Supreme Court’s historic reversal of the original verdict are
expertly chronicled in this gripping and wonderfully readable book by the Pulitzer Prize -- winning
legal journalist Anthony Lewis. It is our best account yet of a case that redefined what newspapers --

and ordinary citizens -- can print or say.
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Customer Reviews

a ceA riveting detailed account...[Make No Law] is nothing less than a comprehensive history of free
speech in America.a «a "Philadelphia Inquirera ceSuperbly written... a compelling drama that clearly
places the Sullivan decision in the context of the court’s still evolving notions of free speech and fully

iluminates the constitutional principles at stake...an essential guide.& & "Boston Globe

"A riveting, detailed account...[Make No Law] is nothing less than a comprehensive history of free

speech in America."--Philadelphia Inquirer

EXCELLENT book. Not dry at all. It tells a compelling and crucial story about the evolution of the

freedom of press and speech in the U.S.



This is an excellent primer on the history of one of our foundational rights as human beings and
Americans. It really opened my eyes to just how much the rights of individuals in our nation have
historically taken second place to the needs of "corporations" and just how much this particular right
is still endangered, not just by the judiciary, but more importantly by an uneducated and divisive

American public.

Purchased for a law class...very well written and presented!

Delivered exactly as described. Definitely helped me with my coursework and would buy again if |

needed to.

Way cheaper than my university’s book store! Same book, very satisfied.

GREAT!

interesting

The best book on free expression I've ever read. Bit challenging for non legal professional though
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